
SMSC Statement – English 

The English Department contribute to students’ SMSC development by: 

Spiritual Development 

Our schemes of learning provide a range of opportunities for students to explore their 
feelings towards a range of issues. Students are encouraged to thoughts in a safe 
environment, respecting the views of other students and also reflecting on their own 
feelings. For example, at KS4, students reflect on and debate their attitudes towards 
marriage, using a range of fiction and non-fiction texts as a stimulus. There are 
opportunities for students to explore different faiths, for example when studying 
Shakespeare’s ‘The Merchant of Venice’ students explore the way the character of Shylock 
is treated and suffers discrimination, because of his Jewish faith.  

 

Moral Development 

Students explore moral issues through activities such as Philosophy for Children enquiries, 
debates, hot-seating and other speaking and listening activities, writing persuasive articles 
and narratives that may tackle moral issues. For example, at KS3 students explore the 
treatment and attitudes towards childhood throughout the ages, drawing on poems by 
Blake and Plath; explore the reasons and effects of war through their reading of ‘Private 
Peaceful’ and debate the importance and our responsibility towards the environment 
through the reading of non-fiction articles and a range of poetry. Students have also had the 
opportunity to explore moral issues through the after-school creative writing club, where 
some children have explored their attitudes towards war through poetry and where the 
Rights of the Child have been used as a springboard for writing dystopian fiction e.g. what 
happens when those rights are taken away. 

 

Social Development 

Teamwork and use of discussion are intrinsic in English lessons, with the use of strategies 
such as student experts, sharing ideas, ‘marketplace’ and ‘carousel’ activities, amongst 
others, which require students to develop their social skills. Students have the opportunity 
to work with a wide range of different students within lessons. Students are encouraged to 
build on and respectfully challenge each other’s ideas, developing their ability to respond, 
challenge and accept the viewpoints of others. Many aspects of society as a whole are 
explored, for example, when reading the novel ‘Holes’ and studying Shakespeare’s ‘The 
Merchant of Venice’, KS3 students explore the British justice system and have the 
opportunity to conduct a ‘mock trial’. When studying ‘The Lord of the Flies’, KS4 students 
will explore democracy. 

Cultural Development 



Through the experience of a wide range of literature spanning the last 500 years and 
cultures around the world, students are able to develop their cultural awareness. In 
addition, art and photography are regularly use as stimuli for writing pieces. Students 
explore different cultures thorough poetry in KS3. Students have the opportunity to further 
develop culturally through the Creative Writing club, opportunities to see practicing authors 
and poets and work with drama groups.  


